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1. What is the IFAJ?

The International Federation of Agricultural Journalists (IFAJ) is a non-political professional association for agricultural journalists that is active in 29 different countries. The IFAJ supports and encourages the practice of agricultural journalism in countries embracing freedom of the press. 

The members are writers, broadcasters, photographers and designers working in all agricultural communications media. Members report on all aspects of the agriculture, horticulture, forestry, fishery and food production industries. 

Objectives:
· Promote the gathering and distribution of fair and accurate information. 

· Encourage unbiased and objectively presented work. 

· Help foster professional and personal contacts between agricultural journalists. 

· Assist in the training of members. 

· Contribute to a better understanding between the agricultural industries and all other sectors of the community, including those active in environmental and animal protection issues. 

2. What is the IFAJ 2010 Congress?

The IFAJ 2010 Congress is the annual meeting of the International Federation of Agricultural Journalists. 

Each year another member country's agricultural journalists association is chosen to host and organize this event. The IFAJ is very pleased to have host countries already agreed for each annual congress until 2011, when Canada takes the lead.  

In 2007 Japan had the honour of organizing the congress. In 2008 the agricultural journalists will meet in Austria and Slovenia, and in 2009 the United States of America will be the place to be. In 2010 Belgium will have the opportunity to welcome the representatives of agricultural journalism from 29 different countries and to play host to a memorable congress.   

The IFAJ 2010 Congress is scheduled for April 17th through the 21st and will take place in the Thermae Palace in Ostend. 

The 2010 Congress will be hosted by the BVLJ-ABJA, the Belgian Federation of Agricultural Journalists.

The goal of this event is to:

· Promote the professional improvement, growth and experience of agricultural journalists

· Serve as a forum to discuss and debate agricultural issues

· Serve as a forum to discuss and debate trends in media and journalism

· Provide opportunities for journalists to write articles based on farm visits, listening to presentations, and/or conducting interviews with expert sources.  
· Provide opportunities to network with other agricultural journalists

· Serve as a forum for the IFAJ to conduct its annual business meeting.

3. What audience are we targeting with the Congress?

First of all, we want to reach the IJAF members of the national associations of agricultural journalists. IFAJ members include photographers, broadcasters, writers, PR professionals, marketers and communicators from all over the world. They all have very varied backgrounds, but share the same interest in and passion for agriculture. 

4. How do we propose to showcase the exciting agricultural scene in Belgium? 
We will do this by introducing the visitors to all aspects of the agricultural scene in Belgium. They will be taken on a journey through the Belgian countryside, speakers will present different aspects of the typical problems and opportunities, an exhibition will be put in place: in short, the participants will be offered a wide variety of different opportunities to become better acquainted with Belgium. 
5. What‘s going to happen during the four days of the congress?
In the course of the four days, we will offer the IFAJ members and other guests a perfectly balanced mix of social, cultural, culinary, agricultural and study activities. 

Social

The members will have the opportunity to meet up with their international colleagues to exchange ideas and experiences. 

Cultural 
Just mention the name Belgium, the crossroads of northern and southern Europe, and you think of history and culture. The country’s historical cities, such as Brussels, Ghent, Liège, Bruges, Charleroi, Mons and Antwerp, attract visitors from all over the world who want to view their renowned classic and modern works of art. 

Agricultural 
The one thing the members all have in common is their passion for agriculture, so a visit to the Floralies, an impressive flower exhibition that only takes place once every five years in Ghent, is an absolute must. They will also encounter the highly productive and environmentally friendly agricultural and horticultural industries in a country where the population density is among the highest in the world.

Culinary 
Belgium is known worldwide for its chocolate and beer, but it also has a wide and delicious range of regional products and dishes to offer. To convince the guests of our good taste, we will take them for a visit to “Het Groot Vleeshuis” (“The Big Meat House”) in East Flanders. In this medieval building they will sample a number of typical East Flemish dishes and products. 

Study 
Another purpose of the congress is to inform the journalists about certain agriculture-related issues such as biotechnology and the situation in the developing countries. In addition, a seminar dealing with themes like press & communication and science is planned. 

      6.  Agenda
Saturday 17/04: Start of the congress, Ostend
AM: 

Arrival of participants

Arrival of Executive Committee

Check-in and registration

Evening:

17pm-19pm: General assembly

Welcome reception and dinner in the Thermae Palace 
Beach animation
Sunday 18/04: Ghent

AM:     Partnerprogram
Visit to Ghent’s port – biotechnology

PM: 

Het Groot Vleeshuis 

5:00 pm: Floralies

Evening:

7:30 pm: Dinner in the ‘Boerenhof’

Monday 19/04: Excursions

A choice from among five different tours to different Belgian regions, featuring specific sectors of agricultural, animal and horticultural production, as well as the agro and food industries. 
Tuesday 20/04: Seminar

AM:     


Partnerprogram: visit Bruges or Ostend 


Free time 
Or visit historical and cultural Bruges 

PM:      Study afternoon
Evening:

Farewell dinner

Wednesday 21/04: End of congress

AM: 

Check-out and departure of participants

Post-congress tour in Brussels
7. Partnerships: The IFAJ 2010 Congress Partner

7.1. Gold Partner

Fee: € 20,000    
The Gold Partner:

· Will be considered a partner from the day the invoice is paid.
· From that point on can put its logo ( in a larger format than the silver and bronze partners) on any of the communications issued prior to and during  the congress. 
· Will be featured in all the different versions of the website as a Gold Partner.
· Will have the opportunity to present itself at the exhibition in the entrance of the hotel.
· Will be given the opportunity to lend its name to one event during the congress, (the Gala Dinner included): e.g. the tour in Ghent will then be referred to as “The trip to Ghent, powered by XY company”.  
· Will benefit from the branding, visibility and product sampling opportunities during the congress. 
· Will have the opportunity to have a representative present at the congress and to  meet and greet any special guests visiting the congress (political, economic, other…).

· Can invite 10 VIP guests to the following events: the visit to the Floralies, the visit to Ghent and the dinner.

· To be the exclusive partner of the IFAJ 2010 congress for the sector in which the gold partner is active.
7.3. Silver Partner

Fee: € 10,000  

The Silver Partner:

· Will be considered a partner from the day the invoice is paid;
· From that point on can put its logo on any of the communications issued prior to and during the congress.

· Will be featured in the different versions of the website as a Silver Partner.
· Will have the opportunity to present itself at the exhibition in the entrance of the hotel

· Will be given the opportunity to lend its name to one event during the congress (except the Gala Dinner): e.g. the tour in Ghent will then be referred to as “The trip to Ghent, powered by XY company”.  
· Will benefit from the branding, visibility and product sampling opportunities during the congress. 

· Will have the opportunity to have a representative present at the congress and to  meet and greet any special guests visiting the congress (political, economic, other…).
· Can invite 4 VIP guests to of the following exclusive events: the visit to the Floralies, the visit to Ghent and the dinner 
7.4. Bronze Partner

Fee: € 5,000

The Bronze Partner:

· Will be considered a partner from the day the invoice is paid;
· From that point on can put its logo on any of the communications issued prior to and during the congress.

· Will be featured in the different versions of the website as a Bronze Partner.

· Will have the opportunity to have a representative present at the congress and to  meet and greet any special guests visiting the congress (political, economic, other…).

· Can invite 2 VIP guests to the following exclusive events: the visit to the Floralies and the dinner.
8. Location 

With its fully equipped conference rooms, excellent cuisine, unique location and modern accommodations, the Thermae Palace in Ostend is the right setting to host an event like the IFAJ 2010 Congress. 
The Thermae Palace is one of Belgium’s most prestigious hotels. The impressive building is entirely decorated in Art Deco style. This seaside hotel has a unique location: right near the beach, straight across from the Wellington Golf and Horse Race Course, and within walking distance of the Ostend city centre and the renowned Kursaal Casino. 
The Thermae Palace offers a total of 153 comfortable, stylishly designed rooms, each with a spacious bathroom, colour television and mini-bar. The majority of the rooms also have a magnificent sea view. 

The hotel offers a wide variety of different conference rooms, each with its own unique style and capacity.

9. Related info

www.ifaj.org

www.abja.be or www.bvlj.be
www.ifaj2010.org
10. Contact

IFAJ 2010 Congress Secretariat

St-Annadreef 68B

1020 Brussels
Belgium
T: +32 2 478 78 38

F: +32 2 478 16 26

info@ifaj2010.org
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